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Welcome to the U.S. Diplomacy Center! 

We invite you to learn the untold stories of our nation's 
diplomats and how they promote American values and 
advance U.S. foreign policy. See how diplomacy is a 

cornerstone of America's peace, security, and 
prosperity. Experience why diplomacy is more 

important than ever in our 21st century
interconnected world.

Explore interactive exhibits that take you behind the 
scenes into the world of those working on the 

frontlines of diplomacy.

KATHY A. JOHNSON, DIRECTOR



In 2014, Secretary Kerry and five former Secretaries of State broke ground on this unique, non-partisan museum and 

education center. Funding for the construction and exhibits comes from private donors through a public-private 

partnership with the Diplomacy Center Foundation. Architectural firm Beyer Blinder Belle designed the contemporary, 

two-level glass and steel pavilion to complement the Art Moderne style of the original 1939 War Department, 

now the U.S. Department of State.



PAVILION
CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE

s ta ts
The new glass and steel pavilion invites visitors to enter the sometimes opaque world of diplomacy. This beautiful 

20,000 square foot pavilion was completed in December 2016. The elegant pink marble from a quarry in 

Friendsville, Tennessee, is also found in the Lincoln Memorial, the National Gallery of Art, and the U.S. Capitol.

ARCHITECT OF RECORD:
Beyer Blinder Belle

CONSTRUCTION:
Gilbane Building Company

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER:
Heery International, Inc.

PROJECT:
U.S. General Services Administration Glass Walls

Tennessee Pink Marble

Sheet Metal

Foundation Support Piles

Excavation Soil Removed

23,339 square feet

17,000 square feet

53,755 pounds

15,578 piles

5,232 cubic yards



Midway through the construction, the Signature 

Segment of the Berlin Wall arrived. The building 

had to be constructed around this three-ton, 

13-foot high piece of history. 

General contractors and designers are ramping up for the next phase of the Center's 

development, the design and fabrication of exhibits for the pavilion and the renovation 

of the additional 20,000 square foot historical galleries and Global Classroom in the 

Harry S Truman building.



i nnova ti on“As architects, we advance our mission through projects that contribute to our 
communities, our cities, and beyond. In today’s world, there couldn’t be a 

project more meaningful than helping to create the U.S. Diplomacy Center.”

HANY HASSAN, ARCHITECT

INNOVATIVE DESIGN



Visitors will be inspired to experience the world of diplomatic engagement through state-of-the-art interactive exhibits, 

role-playing exercises, and unique artifacts. Advanced, real-time communications in the Global Classroom will connect 

American students with their peers and with American embassies around the world to discuss global issues. 



Our unique collection of over 7,000 artifacts will shed light on diplomatic stories that may have otherwise gone 

unnoticed and untold. Learn the stories behind tools of the trade, gifts presented to Secretaries of State, and items 

marking important moments in diplomatic history.

COLLECTING DIPLOMACY

the collec ti on“Before long, and without intending it, I found that jewelry had become part of my 

personal diplomatic arsenal... I began urging colleagues and reporters to 

‘Read my pins.’”

MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT, SECRETARY OF STATE, 1997-2001

Visit Read My Pins: The Madeleine Albright Collection for personal and fascinating 
insights into the practice of diplomacy.  



PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHN BIGELOW TAYLOR
DESIGNER UNKNOWN, CIRCA 1860



The U.S. Diplomacy Center is the first museum and education 

center dedicated to telling the story of diplomacy and the men 

and women who work 24/7 to serve U.S. national interests. 

What do they do?

THE ART OF DIPLOMACY



diplomacy“Through diplomacy, we do everything we can to prevent wars.  We help after wars to rebuild the societies and 
economies of our former enemies. We execute treaties, we negotiate treaties and get them ratified - treaties that 

reduce arms or bring a peaceful level of action to different parts of the world. We spread our values throughout the 
world without lecturing, just by showing ourselves as a successful nation and demonstrating our value system. We 

execute trade negotiations and treaties which benefit us. We focus on human rights, on health, the environment. We 
talk to friends and adversaries, and we work with adversaries to make sure they do not become enemies. 

This is vital work. This is work that is [in] the best interest of the nation.”

COLIN L. POWELL, SECRETARY OF STATE, 2001-2005



diplomacy“But nothing substitutes for the professionals who are there to assist every Secretary of State, every president in 
understanding what the backstory is, what’s happening sort of below the surface... For the United States, that means 

we do have to build strong relationships - not only with governments, but also with publics.”

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, SECRETARY OF STATE, 2009-2013

OF DIPLOMACY
ON THE FRONT LINES



diplomacy"They are the ones that are unsung, on the frontlines [of diplomacy] every day, 
doing things which...define where America stands, what America can achieve."

HENRY A. KISSINGER, SECRETARY OF STATE, 1973-1977

MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT, SECRETARY OF STATE, 1997-2001

“Our people are not stuck in offices or forts; they are out in the field every day, participating in provincial 
reconstruction teams, meeting with activists, and doing hands-on work.”



The U.S. Diplomacy Center’s education programs inspire 

next generation leaders, engaging students in diplomatic 

simulations that inspire critical thinking, problem solving, 

and collaboration. Programs such as diplomatic simulations 

and “Meet the Diplomat” are a national resource for 

innovation in diplomatic education.

THE NEXT GENERATION
INSPIRING



i nspiri ng“I'm a huge proponent of exchanges, student exchanges, cultural exchanges, university exchanges. We talk a lot 

about public diplomacy. It's extremely important that we get our message out, but it's also the case that we should 

not have a monologue with other people. It has to be a conversation. And you can’t do that 

without exchanges and openness.”

CONDOLEEZZA RICE, SECRETARY OF STATE, 2005-2009

“The effectiveness of our foreign policy reflects our confidence in our 

beliefs and values and in our purposes and priorities as a society.” 

GEORGE P. SHULTZ, SECRETARY OF STATE, 1982-1989



PUBLIC PROGRAMS

programs"I think at a time when there are those who wonder about our role in the world, this center sends an important - 
indeed, an indispensable message that diplomacy and development are at the heart of America's leadership, and 

that that leadership remains absolutely essential for everything we hope to see happen in the world, 
not just for our country and for Americans, but for people everywhere."

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, SECRETARY OF STATE, 2008-2012





SHAPING U.S. HISTORY
DIPLOMACY

his tory “Since the days of our founding, the United States has really been blessed by adroit diplomacy. It was, after all, 
successful diplomacy that allowed us to strike the Treaty of Paris; diplomacy that made possible the Louisiana 

Purchase; diplomacy that formulated and implemented the Marshall Plan; and diplomacy that made sure 
the Cold War ended with a whimper and not with a bang.”

JAMES A. BAKER, III, SECRETARY OF STATE, 1989-1992



"So, too, should we 

honor and celebrate our 

diplomats, whose work 

for our remarkable 

nation prevents wars, 

ends wars, and keeps 

us free, safe, and 

prosperous in ways it is 

easy to take for 

granted."

JOHN F. KERRY
SECRETARY OF STATE

2013-2017



con tribu tors
THE SECRETARY’S CIRCLE

The Boeing Company
S. Daniel and Ewa Abraham

PepsiCo Foundation, Inc.
The Honorable Hushang and Shahla Ansary

FedEx Express
Intel Corporation

THOMAS JEFFERSON CIRCLE

The Annenberg Foundation
The Honorable and Mrs. James A. Baker, III

Bank of America
Caterpillar
Citigroup
eBay, Inc.

General Electric Co.
Brindell Roberts Gottlieb

Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Microsoft Corporation
The Nation of Brunei

Stephen A. Schwarzman
The Starr Foundation
The State of Kuwait
The State of Qatar

United Arab Emirates
Walmart Foundation
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FOUNDERS CIRCLE

AMBASSADORS CIRCLE

American Foreign Service Association
BLS Investments

The Honorable and Mrs. Stuart A. Bernstein
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation

Jack and Giti Bendheim

The Clinton Family Foundation
The Honorable and Mrs. William C. Harrop,

and the Nelson B. Delavan Foundation
International Business Machine Corporation

Stavros Niarchos Foundation

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN CIRCLE
The Annenberg Foundation, PA

The Honorable and Mrs. Frank Carlucci
CISCO Systems, Inc.

HBO

Alcoa Foundation - The Honorable Elizabeth Frawley Bagley - Mr. and Mrs. August A. Busch, III - Baron Capital Foundation
The Honorable Barbara E. Barrett and Dr. Craig R. Barrett - The Honorable Shirley Temple Black - The Honorable and Mrs. Keith L. Brown

The Honorable and Mrs. Paul L. Cejas - The Honorable Charles E. Cobb, Jr. and The Honorable Sue McCourt Cobb
The Honorable Frances D. Cook - Una Chapman Cox Foundation - Douglas Dillon Fund - The Honorable and Mrs. William C. Eacho, III

The Honorable and Mrs. Richard M. Fairbanks, III - The Honorable and Mrs. William S. Farish - The Honorable and Mrs. Sam Fox
The Honorable Samuel R. Gammon - The Honorable and Mrs. Bruce S. Gelb - The Honorable and Mrs. Joseph Gildenhorn

The Honorable C. Boyden Gray - The Honorable Howard W. Gutman and Dr. Michelle Loewinger - The Honorable and Mrs. Herbert J. Hansell
Hearst Foundations - The Honorable and Mrs. Alfred Hoffman, Jr. - The Honorable and Mrs. Glen A. Holden - The Honorable Jeannette W. Hyde

The Honorable Brenda Legrange Johnson and Mr. Howard Johnson - The Honorable Eleni Tsakopoulos Kounalakis
The Honorable George W. Landau - The Honorable and Mrs. John Langeloth Loeb, Jr. - The Honorable and Mrs. Stephen A. Low

The Honorable and Mrs. Earle I. Mack - The Honorable Charles T. Manatt and Kathleen Manatt - The Honorable and Mrs. Robert A. Mandell
The J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation - The Honorable Susan R. McCaw and Mr. Craig O. McCaw

The Honorable Bonnie McElveen-Hunter - The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas E. McNamara - The Honorable and Mrs. Richard L. Morningstar
The Honorable and Mrs. Philip D. Murphy - The Honorable Mary M. Ourisman - The Honorable and Mrs. John N. Palmer

The Honorable and Mrs. Thomas R. Pickering - The Honorable Molly Raiser - The Honorable Rozanne L. Ridgeway - David Rockefeller Fund
Arthur Ross Foundation - The Honorable Elaine Schuster - The Honorable and Mrs. Clifford M. Sobel - The Honorable Carl Spielvogel and 

Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel - The Honorable and Mrs. Craig R. Stapleton - The Thomas and Barbara Stephenson Foundation
The Honorable and Mrs. Galen L. Stone - The Honorable and Mrs. Louis B. Susman - The Honorable and Mrs. Warren W. Tichenor

The Honorable Ronald N. Weiser - The Honorable Beatrice Welters and Mr. Anthony Welters - The Honorable and Mrs. John C. Whitehead
The Honorable and Mrs. Howard Wilkins

DECEMBER 2016
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The Honorable Craig R. Stapleton
The Honorable Thomas F. Stephenson

The Honorable Galen L. Stone
The Honorable Louis B. Susman

The Honorable Warren W. Tichenor
The Honorable Ronald N. Weiser

The Honorable Beatrice Wilkinson Welters
The Honorable John C. Whitehead
The Honorable C. Howard Wilkins



U.S. DIPLOMACY CENTER

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE.

Diplomacy.State.gov
DiplomacyCenterFoundation.org

USDC@State.gov
DCF@DiplomacyCenterFoundation.org

@DiplomacyCenter
#DiscoverDiplomacy

@USDiplomacyCenter


